
 Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 
710 NW Wall Street 

Bend, OR 97703 

 

AGENDA 
BMPO Policy Board 
Date: August 11, 2026 

Start Time: 11:00 a.m. 

• Meeting Format: in accordance with Oregon state law, this meeting is open to the 
public and can be accessed and attended in person or remotely. 

• In-person Attendance: board members and members of the public may attend in 
person at the following location: 

o Awbrey Butte Conference Room (City Hall, 2nd Floor), 710 NW Wall, Bend 
• Remote Attendance: board members and members of the public may attend remotely 

via Zoom webinar. Members of the public may also view the meeting via YouTube 
livestream. 

o Zoom webinar link 
o Zoom webinar phone: dial 1-888-788-0099 and enter webinar ID# 842 1068 1345 
o YouTube livestream link 

 

BMPO Policy Board Meeting 
Agenda Topics 

1. Call to Order & Introductions 
2. Hybrid Meeting Guidelines 
3. Public Comment (Non-Agenda Items) 
4. Meeting Minutes 
5. City of Bend Transportation & Mobility Department Updates  
6. Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) Amendment 
7. Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) Expressway Designations Review 
8. BUILD Act – Overview & Letter of Support 
9. Other Business 
10. Public Comment (Agenda Items & Wrap-Up) 
11. Next Meeting & Adjournment 

  

https://bendoregon-gov.zoom.us/j/84210681345?pwd=FCqzZSiDzafvmXW1JZRubTGP5NgHfV.1
https://bendoregon-gov.zoom.us/j/84210681345?pwd=FCqzZSiDzafvmXW1JZRubTGP5NgHfV.1
https://youtube.com/live/tCexsbOk4lE?feature=share
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Agenda Detail 
Start 
Time 

Item Information Presenters 

11:00 1. Call to Order & 
Introductions 

 Chair Méndez 

11:05 2. Hybrid Meeting 
Guidelines 

  Tyler Deke, 
BMPO 

11:07 3. Public Comment 
(Non-Agenda Items) 

Time for members of the public to 
provide comments. Additional time for 
comment will be provided prior to 
adjournment. 

Chair 

11:10 4. Meeting Minutes Attachments/Links 
Attachment A: Draft Policy Board meeting 

minutes, July 17, 2026 (will 
be attached prior to the 
meeting). 

Action Requested 
Review and approve the draft Policy 
Board meeting minutes from July 17th. 

Recommended language for motion: I 
move approval of the draft meeting 
minutes for the July 17, 2026, Policy Board 
meeting, as presented. 

Chair 

11:15 5. City of Bend 
Transportation & 
Mobility Department 
Updates 

Background 
City staff will provide updates on the 
following projects:  
• Transportation Design Standards 

Update (scheduled for 2027) 
• Slow Speeds and Safe Crossings 

Project 
• Neighborhood Connections Project 

Action Requested 
None. Information item.  

Janet Hruby, 
City of Bend 

11:40 6. MTIP Amendment Background 
One amendment to the 2024-2027 MTIP 
is proposed. It involves adding an ODOT 

Kelli Kennedy, 
BMPO 
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Start 
Time 

Item Information Presenters 

project to the program. Public notification 
of the proposed amendment was 
provided online and via email to media 
and interested groups.  

Attachments/Links 
Link to the Transportation News Release 
for the proposed amendment. 

Action Requested 
Review and consider approval of the 
proposed amendment.  

Recommended language for motion: I 
move to approve the proposed amendment 
to the 2024-2027 MTIP, as presented. 

 

11:50 7. ODOT Expressway 
Designations Review 

Background 
The Oregon Highway Plan includes 
highway classifications that reflect 
different characteristics of the state 
highway system. The classifications 
impact design standards, mobility 
standards, and access management 
standards. Expressways are intended to 
limit direct access and provide for higher 
speed, high volume travel between cities, 
and connections to major destinations. 
ODOT is required to review Expressway 
designations every six years. ODOT is 
proposing to modify Expressway 
designations on sections of US97 and 
US20 within the BMPO. Staff will review 
the proposed changes and seek feedback 
on a comment letter to ODOT.  

Attachments 
Attachment B: ODOT Expressway 

Designations Memo. 

Tyler Deke 

https://bendoregon.gov/news/bmpo-transportation-project-amendment-public-comment-period-6/
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Start 
Time 

Item Information Presenters 

Attachment C: Highway Expressway 
Designations Draft 
Comment Letter. 

Action Requested 
Consider approval of the comment letter 
to ODOT regarding the proposed 
Expressway changes to US97 and US20. 

Recommended language for motion: I 
move to approve the comment letter for 
the ODOT Expressway designations, as 
presented (or with changes). 

12:05 8. BUILD Act – 
Overview & Letter of 
Support 

Background 
The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act will expire on September 30, 2026. 
Congress is considering several multi-year 
transportation funding proposals. One 
proposal, the Building Unrivaled 
Infrastructure and Long-term 
Development for America’s 250th Act 
(BUILD Act), was approved in May 2026 
by the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee. The BUILD Act 
is supported by a large coalition of 
stakeholders, including the Association of 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(AMPO). Staff will provide an overview of 
the BUILD Act.  

Attachments/Links 
Attachment D: BUILD Act Key Local and 

Regional Provisions Flyer.  
Attachment E: BUILD Act Draft Support 

Letter. 
Link to AMPO Policy Resources 
webpage, where a library of 
transportation policy documents is 
available.  

Tyler Deke 

https://ampo.org/policy/policy-documents/
https://ampo.org/policy/policy-documents/
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Start 
Time 

Item Information Presenters 

Action Requested 
Receive an overview of the BUILD Act and 
consider submitting a letter of support to 
the BMPO congressional delegation.  

Recommended language for motion: I 
move to approve the letter of support for 
the BUILD Act, as presented (or with 
changes). 

12:20 9. Other Business Policy Board Updates/Requests 
• Updates on projects/planning 

efforts 
• Future agenda topic requests 

BMPO Staff Updates 
• September 18th meeting – possible 

reschedule  
• Bend TSAP Update status  
• BMPO letters 

o Attachment F: ODOT TSAP 
Comment Letter, As Submitted 

o Attachment G: ODOT Deschutes 
Triangle Active Transportation 
Plan Comment Letter, As 
Submitted 

• Upcoming agenda topics:  
o Earned Interest – FY27 Starting 

Balance Review & Allocation 
(BMPO) 

o US97: Multi-Use Trail Project 
Update (ODOT) 

Chair & Staff 

12:30 10. Public Comment 
(Agenda Items & 
Wrap-Up) 

Additional time for members of the public 
to provide comment. 

Chair 

12:35 11. Next Meeting & 
Adjournment 

The next meeting of the BMPO Policy 
Board is scheduled for September 18, 
2026, at 12:00 p.m. 

Chair 
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Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities & Language Assistance Services 
You can obtain this information in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free 
language assistance services are also available. Please email accessibility@bendoregon.gov or call 
541-693-2198. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. All requests are subject to vendor processing times and should 
be submitted 48-72 hours in advance of events. 

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con 
discapacidad 
Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternativos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. 
También disponemos de servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Póngase en contacto en correo 
electrónico accessibility@bendoregon.gov o número de teléfono 541-693-2198. Los usuarios del 
servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. Por favor, envíe sus solicitudes con 48-72 horas de 
antelación al evento; todas las solicitudes están sujetas a los tiempos de procesamiento del proveedor. 

mailto:accessibility@bendoregon.gov
mailto:accessibility@bendoregon.gov


Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 

710 NW Wall Street 

Bend, OR 97703 

MEMORANDUM 

To: BMPO Policy Board 

From: Tyler Deke 

Date: August 4, 2026 

Re: ODOT Expressway Designations 

Background 

Expressways are a highway system classification of the Oregon Highway Plan (OHP). 

Expressways are defined in the OHP as:  

“…complete routes or segments of existing two-lane and multi-lane highways and planned 

multi-lane highways that provide for safe and efficient high speed and high volume traffic 

movements. Their primary function is to provide for interurban travel and connections to 

ports and major recreation areas with minimal interruptions. A secondary function is to 

provide for long distance inter-urban travel in metropolitan areas. In urban areas, speeds 

are moderate to high. In rural areas, speeds are high. Usually there are no pedestrian 

facilities, and bikeways may be separated from the roadway.”  

Expressways give priority to the efficient movement of people and goods traveling 

through an area on specific segments of a highway. This is achieved by limiting access and 

turning movements on the highway facility, allowing for higher speeds and smooth flow. 

Expressway designation may be applied as an overlay to the following four highway 

classifications designated in the Oregon Highway Plan (OHP), Policy 1A:  

1. Interstate

2. Statewide Highways

3. Regional Highways

4. District Highways

Expressways are classified based on the following criteria: 

• Importance as a National Highway System (NHS) route with high volumes of traffic;

• Designation as a part of the State Highway Freight System;

• Designation as a safety corridor; or

• Function as an urban bypass.

Expressway designation identifies areas where more detailed modernization and 

management priorities will be applied. Features to support the function of an Expressway 

may be implemented over time on an existing roadway or in construction of a new expressway. 

The following are the main characteristics that are associated with Expressways:  

Attachment B
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• Private access is discouraged;

• Public road connections are controlled;

• Traffic signals are discouraged in rural areas;

• Non-traversable medians are typically included;

• Parking is prohibited;

• Special Segment Designations (e.g., Special Transportation Areas) are prohibited; and

• Posted speeds are generally 50 miles per hour or greater.

Expressways are identified by ODOT Region staff in consultation with local governments 

and approved by the Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC). The OTC will classify new 

Expressways as a subset of Interstate and Statewide highways in consultation with local 

governments. The OTC will classify new Expressways as a subset of Regional and District 

Highways with the agreement of directly affected local governments. For more information on 

Expressways, consult the Oregon Highway Plan.  

Proposed Expressway Designation Revisions within the BMPO 

Expressway designation changes are proposed on sections of US20 and US97 within the BMPO. 

The proposed changes are detailed in the table and maps below. US97 from Empire Avenue to 

the southern BMPO boundary is currently designated an Expressway and would retain that 

designation.  

Expressway Current 

Designation 

Local Agencies 

Involved  

Recommendation Details 

US-20 (Hwy 

007, 

McKenzie-

Bend)  

Expressway City of Bend, 

BMPO, 

Deschutes 

County 

Remove section of 

Expressway 

Remove MP 14.14 to 

18.59 

US-97 (Hwy 

004, 

Redmond to 

La Pine)  

Expressway City of Bend, 

BMPO, City of 

Redmond, City of 

La Pine, 

Deschutes 

County 

Remove and 

replace section of 

Expressway 

US97B is to be 

removed and 

replaced by US97 

(MP 133.73 -134.93), 

creates two segments 

(MP 123.60 to 133.73 

and MP 134.93 to 

167)  

Attachment B
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Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities & Language Assistance Services 

You can obtain this information in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free 

language assistance services are also available. Please email accessibility@bendoregon.gov or call 

541-693-2198. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. All requests are subject to vendor processing times and should

be submitted 48-72 hours in advance of events.

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con 

discapacidad 

Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternativos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. 

También disponemos de servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Póngase en contacto en correo 

electrónico accessibility@bendoregon.gov o número de teléfono 541-693-2198. Los usuarios del 

servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. Por favor, envíe sus solicitudes con 48-72 horas de 

antelación al evento; todas las solicitudes están sujetas a los tiempos de procesamiento del proveedor. 

Attachment B
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Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 

710 NW Wall Street 

Bend, OR 97703 

MAILING ADDRESS 

PO Box 431 

Bend, OR 97709 

PHONE 

541-693-2113

Relay Users Dial 7-1-1

Fax 

541-385-6676

WEB 

bendoregon.gov/mpo 

BMPO POLICY BOARD 

Ariel Méndez, Chair 

City of Bend, Councilor 

Mike Riley, Vice-Chair 

City of Bend, Councilor 

Phil Chang 

Deschutes County, 

Commissioner 

Emerald Shirley 

ODOT, Interim Central 

Oregon and Lower John 

Day Area Manager 

Bob Townsend, 

Nonvoting 

Cascades East Transit, 

Director 

BMPO STAFF 

Tyler Deke, AICP 

Manager 

Andrea Napoli, AICP 

Senior Planner 

Kelli Kennedy 

Program Coordinator 

August 4, 2026 

Julie Brown, Chair, Oregon Transportation Commission 

Oregon Department of Transportation  

355 Capitol Street NE, MS 11  

Salem, Oregon 97301 

Re: Highway Expressway Designations 

Dear Chair Brown,  

I am writing on behalf of the Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(BMPO) Policy Board to express support for the proposed Expressway 

modifications to US20 and US97 within the BMPO.  

We support removal of the Expressway designation to US20. ODOT, 

Deschutes County and the City of Bend have made significant 

investments in this corridor in recent years to improve safety and slow 

speeds. Lands adjacent to the segment within the Bend urban growth 

boundary are undergoing rapid development with additional urban 

development expected for the foreseeable future.  

We support removal of the Expressway designation to Business 97. With 

completion of the US97 North Corridor project, travel patterns and traffic 

volumes have changed on Business 97. Removal of the Expressway 

designation will allow the City of Bend and ODOT to better plan for 

transportation system improvements and adjacent land use 

development along Business 97.  

We support adding the Expressway designation to the new US97 

alignment and retaining the Expressway designation on the remainder of 

US97 through the BMPO. US97 is an important component of the 

National Highway System and serves high volumes of traffic within and 

through the Bend MPO. This corridor is also part of the State Highway 

Freight System and serves local, regional and statewide freight traffic. 

US97 is the primary north-south facility east of the Cascades, and the 

segment through Central Oregon carries the highest volumes of traffic in 

Region 4 reaching almost 57,000 AADT within the Bend MPO. We also 

understand the potential importance of the Expressway designation in 

securing federal funding for future improvements to US97.  
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Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ariel Méndez, Chair 

Bend City Councilor 

amendez@bendoregon.gov 

Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities & Language Assistance Services 

You can obtain this information in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free 

language assistance services are also available. Please email accessibility@bendoregon.gov or call 

541-693-2198. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. All requests are subject to vendor processing times and should

be submitted 48-72 hours in advance of events.

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con 

discapacidad 

Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternativos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. 

También disponemos de servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Póngase en contacto en correo 

electrónico accessibility@bendoregon.gov o número de teléfono 541-693-2198. Los usuarios del 

servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. Por favor, envíe sus solicitudes con 48-72 horas de 

antelación al evento; todas las solicitudes están sujetas a los tiempos de procesamiento del proveedor. 
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The BUILD America 250 Act
Key Provisions for Locals and Regions 

On May 22nd, the U.S. House Committee on Transportation & Infrastructure passed the Building 

Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Development for America’s 250th (BUILD America 250 

Act) (H.R. 8870) with strong, bipartisan support. This bill includes many provisions reflecting top 

priorities of the Local Officials in Transportation (LOT) Coalition and their members across the nation 

including counties, cities, towns, Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), and economic 

development organizations across the United States. Regions and local governments plan for, own, 

maintain, and operate over 75 percent of the nation’s transportation infrastructure.  

The bill includes several provisions that recognize this role and empower local and regional partners 

to continue investing in the roads, bridges, and safety improvements that power our economy. 

Key Local and Regional Provisions in the BUILD America 250 Act 

BRIDGES – The BUILD America 250 Act would make record investments in America’s bridges,

including in locally owned bridges. The bill would continue formula funding for

bridges—a practice stood up in the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA)—

but grow the program from $5.5 billion per year to $9 billion per year.

– While the IIJA Bridge Formula Program included a 15 percent set-aside for off-

system bridges, the BUILD America 250 Act would include a 25 percent set-aside

for locally owned bridges. The bill would also set the federal cost share for locally

owned bridges at 95 percent, making it easier to advance these critical projects.

– Together, the growth in the program size and the larger set-aside would increase

funding available for local bridges by more than 170 percent over IIJA levels.

COMPETITIVE 
GRANTS 

– The BUILD America 250 Act preserves competitive grants by retaining existing

programs and establishing new efforts, including the Surface Transportation

Accelerator Grant (STAG) program.

– Importantly, the BUILD America 250 Act keeps the Safe Streets & Roads for All

(SS4A) program, which is a priority program for the LOT Coalition. With local

governments and regional planning organizations eligible to apply, SS4A has

helped direct federal resources to urgent safety projects across the country.

FORMULA 
FUNDING 

– The BUILD America 250 Act would grow the Surface Transportation Block Grant

(STBG) program, the most flexible formula funding program supporting both state

and local transportation priorities.

PLANNING – The BUILD America 250 Act would increase funding for MPOs through the

Metropolitan Planning (PL) program, while also reducing the non-federal match

requirement from 20 percent to 10 percent.

– The bill would expand eligible uses of PL funding to include fiscal administration

of local projects, preliminary design, local technical assistance, and more.

– The bill would also require USDOT to establish a voluntary process for MPOs to

become direct recipients of PL funds, rather than having the funding flow first

through the state.

Attachment D



The BUILD America 250 Act
Key Provisions for Locals and Regions 

Contact: Katie Economou, AMPO Legislative Director, keconomou@ampo.org 

LOCAL 
CONSULTATION 

– Section 1317 of the BUILD America 250 Act would require the Comptroller General

to review the suballocation of STBG funding, including how states consult with

MPOs and RTPOs and how states select projects for funding with suballocated

dollars. The LOT Coalition believes these processes can and should be improved

across the country and welcomes this review as a first step toward that goal.

PERMITTING – The BUILD America 250 Act would streamline federal environmental review for

certain transportation projects. For example, projects receiving less than $12 million

in federal funding would no longer automatically trigger NEPA review solely

because of the federal funding amount.

How to Build on BUILD America 250 for Local and Regional Priorities 

RTPO 
FUNDING 

The BUILD America 250 Act makes important progress for local and regional 

priorities, and Congress can build on that progress by providing guaranteed federal 

funding for Rural Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs). Dedicated RTPO 

funding would help rural regions identify needs, develop projects, coordinate with 

state partners, and bring local expertise into transportation decision-making. 

PROJECT 
SELECTION 

The bill also creates an opportunity to strengthen transparency and local consultation 

in project selection. MPOs and RTPOs work directly with communities to identify 

regional priorities. Stronger consultation before states obligate suballocated funds 

would help ensure federal dollars advance locally supported projects and deliver 

better outcomes. 

STBG 
FUNDING 

The BUILD America 250 Act would increase STBG funding, an important step for one 

of the most flexible programs available to states and local governments. Additional 

STBG funding would better reflect how communities use these dollars to advance 

priority projects and how states routinely transfer funds from NHPP into STBG. 

PLANNING 
FUNDS 

The bill also makes important improvements to the MPO planning program, and 

additional PL funding would build on that progress. Stronger planning capacity helps 

MPOs support better project development, improve data-driven decision-making, 

provide technical assistance to local governments, and ensure communities are 

ready to move priority projects from planning to delivery. 

Bottom Line 

The BUILD America 250 Act proposes generational investments in locally owned infrastructure 

and safety that align with the LOT Coalition’s priorities. The LOT Coalition supports this bill and 

will continue working with Congress to pass a final reauthorization bill that includes both robust 

funding and process reforms needed to ensure that federal investment in infrastructure reaches 

locally led projects in communities big and small, urban and rural across the country. 

Attachment D
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Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 

710 NW Wall Street 

Bend, OR 97703 

MAILING ADDRESS 

PO Box 431 

Bend, OR 97709 

PHONE 

541-693-2113

Relay Users Dial 7-1-1

Fax 

541-385-6676

WEB 

bendoregon.gov/mpo 

BMPO POLICY BOARD 

Ariel Méndez, Chair 

City of Bend, Councilor 

Mike Riley, Vice-Chair 

City of Bend, Councilor 

Phil Chang, 

Deschutes County 

Commissioner 

Emerald Shirley, 

ODOT, Interim Central 

Oregon and Lower John 

Day Area Manager 

Bob Townsend, 

Nonvoting Cascades 

East Transit, Director 

BMPO STAFF 

Tyler Deke, AICP 

Manager 

Andrea Napoli, AICP 

Senior Planner 

Kelli Kennedy, 

Program Coordinator 

August 4, 2026 

The Honorable X 

address 

Washington, DC 20510 

Dear [Congress(wo)man/Senator ________], 

I am writing on behalf of the Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 

(BMPO) Policy Board to express our support for H.R. 8870, the Building 

Unrivaled Infrastructure and Long-term Development for America’s 

250th (BUILD America 250) Act. 

The BMPO helps direct transportation funding to improve safety, 

support economic growth, and provide travel options. The BUILD 

America 250 Act includes several important provisions that would 

strengthen regional transportation and give communities better tools to 

plan and deliver transportation projects.  

The BUILD America 250 Act would: 

• Preserve regional and local access to federal transportation

funding. Local governments own, maintain, and operate nearly 75

percent of U.S. road miles, yet have access to only about 16 percent of

federal transportation funding on average. The BUILD America 250 Act

would make nearly 22 percent of federal transportation funding available

to local jurisdictions, including funding for bridge and safety program

investments. This investment reflects the reality that many of the nation’s

transportation needs are identified and delivered at the local and

regional level. In the BMPO, these investments could support priorities

such as addressing critical safety issues along US20 and US97,

modernizing infrastructure and addressing congestion at key locations

along US97, supporting economic development, and improving

connectivity across the region.

• Improve project delivery. The BUILD America 250 Act would

reduce the local match for planning activities and expand the eligible

uses of Metropolitan Planning (PL) funds. For the BMPO, a lower match

requirement will help stretch limited local resources and make additional

funding available for high priority safety and planning projects. The

BMPO population has more than doubled over the past 20 years, and

our region continues to see sustained growth. Planning for and building

infrastructure to support this growth is critical.
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• Invest in the planning that makes projects possible. MPOs develop long-range

transportation plans and fiscally constrained Transportation Improvement Programs

(TIPs) that identify and advance local priority projects that meet national goals. The

BUILD America 250 Act would increase PL funding by over 9 percent from Fiscal Year

2026 to Fiscal Year 2027, giving MPOs greater funding certainty and the resources to

deliver stronger plans that meet the long-term needs of their communities. For the

BMPO, this could help support planning for critical improvements along US97, enhanced

safety analysis at high crash locations and along high crash corridors, planning for

rapidly urbanizing roadway corridors, and providing planning support for key local

projects.

These provisions recognize that good projects begin with good planning, and the local officials 

closest to their communities should have the tools to help identify and advance the 

investments that matter most. 

The BUILD America 250 Act is also supported by the Local Officials for Transportation (LOT) 

Coalition, representing more than 25,000 counties, cities, towns, MPOs, regional councils, and 

economic development organizations. Coalition members include the Association of 

Metropolitan Planning Organizations (AMPO), the National Association of Development 

Organizations (NADO), the National Association of Counties (NACo), the National League of 

Cities (NLC), the U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCM), and the National Association of Regional 

Councils (NARC).  

Planning is where projects begin, where local needs are translated into investment decisions, 

and where federal transportation dollars are positioned to deliver lasting results. By supporting 

the BUILD America 250 Act, you will help ensure that cities, counties, and regions, including the 

BMPO, have the resources and flexibility needed to deliver a transportation system that 

connects our neighborhoods, supports our local economies, and serves our residents every 

day. 

Thank you for your leadership and consideration. I appreciate your commitment to 

strengthening the nation’s transportation infrastructure and look forward to working with you 

as Congress advances surface transportation legislation. Thank you for your consideration. 

Please contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ariel Méndez, Chair 

Bend City Councilor 

amendez@bendoregon.gov 
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Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities & Language Assistance Services 

You can obtain this information in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free 

language assistance services are also available. Please email accessibility@bendoregon.gov or call 

541-693-2198. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. All requests are subject to vendor processing times and should

be submitted 48-72 hours in advance of events.

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con 

discapacidad 

Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternativos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. 

También disponemos de servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Póngase en contacto en correo 

electrónico accessibility@bendoregon.gov o número de teléfono 541-693-2198. Los usuarios del 

servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. Por favor, envíe sus solicitudes con 48-72 horas de 

antelación al evento; todas las solicitudes están sujetas a los tiempos de procesamiento del proveedor. 
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Program Coordinator 

July 27, 2026

Mary McGowan, Senior Planner 
Oregon Department of Transportation 
355 Capitol Street 
Salem, OR 97301 

Re: Oregon Transportation Safety Action Plan 

Dear Mary, 

I am writing on behalf of the Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(BMPO) Policy Board to express our support for the update of the 
statewide Transportation Safety Action Plan (TSAP). We support 
advancement of the Safe System Approach, setting goals to reduce fatal 
and serious injury crashes, and using data to identify the most important 
safety issues. Local and state funding constraints require that we use 
funding for projects and programs with the greatest potential to reduce 
serious injury and fatal crashes.  

Below are our comments on the draft TSAP.  

Emphasis areas 

Bicyclists and pedestrians are identified as a Tier 2 emphasis area. We 
understand that addressing the Tier 1 emphasis areas will directly benefit 
the Tier 2 emphasis areas. We ask that bicyclist and pedestrian safety be 
explicitly considered for all intersection improvements (Tier 1).  

State Highway System Safety 

State highways represent a small percentage of total road mileage within 
the BMPO but accounted for 41% of fatalities and 33% of serious injuries 
from 2019 - 2024Many of these crashes involve system users trying to 
cross the state highway. Additionally, US97 through Central Oregon is 
one of the deadliest highways in the state. We ask that ODOT continue 
to work with local agencies to prioritize safety investments to US97, 
US20 and other state highways in Central Oregon.  

Law enforcement 

Oregon has one lowest police to resident ratios in the US. Many 
transportation safety issues involve unsafe behaviors, including most of 
the Tier 2 emphasis areas. In Bend, speeding, use of alcohol and other 
substances, and distracted driving are unsafe behaviors that all show up 
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as issues in our safety data. There is anecdotal evidence that the lack of law enforcement 
directly impacts some of these behaviors. Cities and counties in Central Oregon are increasing 
traffic patrols, providing focused enforcement, and piloting automated enforcement 
technologies. We encourage ODOT to emphasize the importance of enforcement as a core 
behavior change tool in the TSAP, and to continue to partner with local agencies and use every 
law enforcement tool available to help improve transportation safety.  

The city of Bend, Deschutes County and ODOT have made significant transportation system 
investments to improve safety for all users. Despite these projects and programs, serious safety 
issues persist. We must continue working together to improve transportation system safety. We 
look forward to continued collaboration with ODOT to improve the safety of the transportation 
system. Please contact me if you have any questions.  

Sincerely, 

Ariel Méndez, Chair 
Bend City Councilor 
amendez@bendoregon.gov  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities & Language Assistance Services 
You can obtain this information in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free 
language assistance services are also available. Please email accessibility@bendoregon.gov or call 
541-693-2198. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. All requests are subject to vendor processing times and should 
be submitted 48-72 hours in advance of events. 

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con 
discapacidad 
Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternativos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. 
También disponemos de servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Póngase en contacto en correo 
electrónico accessibility@bendoregon.gov o número de teléfono 541-693-2198. Los usuarios del 
servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. Por favor, envíe sus solicitudes con 48-72 horas de 
antelación al evento; todas las solicitudes están sujetas a los tiempos de procesamiento del proveedor. 
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July 28, 2026 

Don Morehouse, Senior Planner
ODOT Region 4 
63044 North Highway 97  
Bend, Oregon 97703 

Re: Deschutes Triangle Active Transportation Plan 

Dear Don,  

I am writing on behalf of the Bend Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(BMPO) Policy Board to express our support for the Deschutes Triangle 
Active Transportation Plan development process. Providing enhanced 
options for walking, bicycling and rolling between Bend, Redmond, and 
Sisters is important and will facilitate safe and comfortable commuting 
and recreational opportunities for residents and visitors.  

We ask that a wide range of options be considered and that feasibility 
and cost be considered as improvements are prioritized. We support 
development of corridor concepts that can be used to seek design and 
construction funding.  

The BMPO is committed to supporting this planning process and 
recognizes the potential to improve transportation options across 
Central Oregon.  

Thank you for your consideration. Please contact me if you have any 
questions. 

Sincerely, 

Ariel Méndez, Chair 
Bend City Councilor 
amendez@bendoregon.gov  
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