
 

 

How New Regulations Driven by State 
Legislation, City Council, or the Community 
Can Shape Bend’s Future 

There are many factors that can have an impact on the way that Bend grows and changes 
over time. To ensure the community’s vision for Bend’s future is met, there are guiding 
documents developed to assist in maintaining Bend’s character while providing for growth. 
These are the Bend Comprehensive Plan, Zoning Map and Bend Development Code. Updates 
to these guiding documents can take place frequently, and are prompted by a number of 
drivers. These include: 

• Legislative actions taken by the State of Oregon. 

• City Council actions taken to achieve Council Goals & Plans. 

• Community-initiated actions to enhance quality of life through growth. 

Below are examples of how new legislation, decision-makers and the community may prompt 
change to these guiding documents: 

State of Oregon 

The Oregon Legislative Assembly can pass bills that pertain to land use planning and 
regulation throughout the state. When new land use legislation is passed, the State’s 
Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD) writes new Oregon Administrative 
Rules to provide paths for cities to implement and comply with the new legislation. 

Example: 
House Bill (HB) 2001 – HB 2001 was passed by the Oregon legislature in 2019. DLCD 
prepared new Oregon Administrative Regulations, Division 46, to provide cities multiple paths 
to comply with the house bill. Bend has to demonstrate compliance with HB 2001 by June 
2022. Bend is working on preparing amendments to its Comprehensive Plan and Development 
Code to comply. 

City Council 

GOALS 
The Bend City Council establishes a set of goals every two years to address community 
priorities. These Council Goals are adopted alongside a work plan and budget, and often 
outline specific actions that might lead to amendments to the Bend Development Code or 
possibly the Comprehensive Plan. 

Example: 
PZ 20-0526 – This is the file number for a package of code amendments that were drafted 
primarily to help achieve the 2019-2020 Council Goal to permit 3,000 residential units. In this 

https://www.codepublishing.com/OR/Bend/#!/BendCompPlanNT.html
https://ago-item-storage.s3.us-east-1.amazonaws.com/b4e342d5ac3f4176a7cb9c18a3facfe6/ZoningMapSeptember2020.pdf?X-Amz-Security-Token=IQoJb3JpZ2luX2VjEJz%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEaCXVzLWVhc3QtMSJIMEYCIQCcFfYosF%2F1AVnDBMAGmvfDLtYNjbfCxbGivmEK0nz08QIhAKh4fBqGix3kGFJL6h58z3oXdvRbdI3UkkzbC9aw5PfhKoMECLT%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2F%2FwEQABoMNjA0NzU4MTAyNjY1IgxrE2wYmo9xp9drYbcq1wP%2B5%2BsHqUXIBk4PlYwY8PNiFiaCd6SMpLd6Rawv1zbYHidEDlhfoPyPTF7iTjNchTQlQ5NazJD1oA%2BsVppQuobzqZD6a%2FFPsadGQh2C36Q5setyj8eRE8fvQebhxtX0RPYYQBbTXWDsSXbFvVxgcWqYF6wUBaDTVK8fBwr2OubUI9cYDHohxIEwc3dp%2FxqQqiGromdUIQZvZ6pTq%2BXRufoXmlgAL%2BBG9zCv965Zc0VcjnFsTmArENdbecFfak8u2TXUY0cRsVpyAxu7dc5EJz8dAixgDGT8c4eL%2BxrWCZS55mpXETjKZhOs0qMIP3AbYq3n5xoCm0ftAbsAn0vxe901tOnifp%2BLlWfp4OaHV0y5pZ4EXzxSmkgk6d0dUsNQS7wchRHt%2BntF6%2BXZIa2c2ki%2FpZOEg0aazfSY4pDozhS2ujjGrDj97QNiBn51%2F4nTApIPiVUaIJ2Th9Nan4wEKO8ufCcj1LWtCuKtyTtUCYvHX%2BX2xaGgelakAphy8YhQyxV6sHL%2FtzCu1%2FRMlhE%2FH3JjZi%2FheJs69beU3BV00l%2Fb95kHkD8JEVVn3bxEKzYn%2BWBw9pMTbLP9nxKz%2FVCCwmGd68VQ0gILE7BfI8djO%2B5tE1x0AjzH%2BzEw6tnHiAY6pAEAKk1nZgtkzqhlL%2BgyjxfTBLhmpM4oM32xcoWl3x%2FbKMe6GkyuTl%2BkCsWQKGVHxqb8CdiIWNIyhf1mzGzmJOFuf7%2B9xF5ItBTSxY1%2Bt6dm%2FtmWtZAPhCAQTkT2Nkat2KQ8PYttxf5pW7tUzqTq5XWg5Hclx7hHk5TRIxpdnm%2B%2FX0j%2FFfJjMCA1YDJoiBYvx%2F21g%2BtO3cNwnGTkEailcQGdgm916w%3D%3D&X-Amz-Algorithm=AWS4-HMAC-SHA256&X-Amz-Date=20210810T034507Z&X-Amz-SignedHeaders=host&X-Amz-Expires=300&X-Amz-Credential=ASIAYZTTEKKES236PXRZ%2F20210810%2Fus-east-1%2Fs3%2Faws4_request&X-Amz-Signature=1364eb73d0005a8a828f3848910b8d4ae7c062251a57ff89e9f01e35469c93bd
https://www.codepublishing.com/OR/Bend/#!/BendDCNT.html
https://www.oregonlegislature.gov/
https://www.oregon.gov/lcd/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/lcd/UP/Pages/Housing-Choices.aspx
http://www.bendoregon.gov/council
http://www.bendoregon.gov/council-goals
https://bend.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=9&clip_id=580&meta_id=42875
https://www.bendoregon.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/41411/637324008754300000


 

 

package,three additional housing types were codified - Small Dwelling Unit Developments, 
Zero Lot Line Developments and Micro-Unit Developments. 

PLANS 
Just as Council Goals can influence action, Council-adopted plans and studies can lead to the 
implementation of new regulations. 

Example: 
Galveston Parking Study – The purpose of this effort was to study and define the parking 
situation along the Galveston Avenue Corridor, identify the issues, and recommend potential 
approaches. As a result, a residential parking district was implemented in a portion of Old 
Bend Neighborhood Association. 

Community 
There are many ways in which the community can provide input and influence land use 
regulations, from responding to a community survey that helps Council shape their goals to 
signing up to be on a community advisory committee. 

Example: 
Neighborhood Leadership Alliance – In the 2019-2021 biennium, the Neighborhood 
Leadership Alliance (NLA) heard from neighborhoods that the public notification of land use 
applications needed to be improved. The NLA worked alongside City Council and staff to 
identify the issues and propose code amendments and administrative policy changes that 
would address these. The NLA succeeded in updating the code to allow for electronic notices, 
a larger notification radius for Type III applications, and more accessible on-site signage. 

 

The earliest opportunity for community members to get involved in shaping Bend’s future is 
during the creation or amendments of the Bend Development Code, Comprehensive Plan, 
Zoning Map or City-adopted plans and studies. These are the foundational land use planning 
documents that guide development in Bend. Many community members do not understand the 
importance of participating in the planning efforts that shape these guiding documents until a 
project is proposed in their own neighborhood. At that point, it is too late to voice concerns 
about unfavorable impacts that are in compliance with the Bend Development Code.   

  

https://www.bendoregon.gov/government/departments/growth-management/parking-study/galveston-avenue-corridor-parking-study
http://www.bendoregon.gov/nla


 

 

Planning & Implementing New  
Land Use Regulations 

CONCEPTUAL CHART 

 

 

Public Comments

• Verbal or written 
comments

Public Comments

• Verbal or written 
comments

Public Comments

• Verbal or written 
comments

Open Houses, 
workshops, forums, 
subcommittees, 
surveys

Community 
Initiative

• Proposed amendments to 
enhance code.

City Council 
Initiative

• Proposed amendments to 
enact Council goals or 
implement a Plan.

State Legislation

City Council
• Authorizes action

Staff administers

Citizen Advisory Committee

• Development Code / Comprehensive Plan 
amendments (Type IV)

Planning Commission

• Makes a recommendation to City Council

City Council

• Adopts

Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities 
To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille, large print, electronic formats, etc. 
please contact Makayla Oliver, Community Relations Manager at moliver@bendoregon.gov or  
(541) 323-8571. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. 


