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CONDITION

-~

In 1917, Philip R. Brooks, Canadian-~based financier, commissioned
architect John Tourtellotte to design a resort hotel in Bend that would
be eyocative of an alpine vacation land, Tourtellotte designed the
building in the manner of a Swiss 'chalet" and capitalized on a spectacular
view of the Cascade Mountain Range rising above tge high Tava plain to the
west. He created atmosphere by landscaping grounds on the view side with
a rock garden containing over five hundred imported aipine plants.

. Originally the Pilot Butte Inn was rectangular, but later additions
changed its plan to an L shape with 80,000 square feet of floor space.

The ground storey of the threerstorey structure is of native lava rock, and
siding of the upper two storeys is of vertical pine planks. The Inn has
gable roofs with over-hanging eaves covered witﬂ red~painted tin shingles,
In the original block, elongated brick flues have corbelled bandings, or
striations. Fenestration is regular, with double-hung sash windows with
six 1lights over one Tighting the upper two storeys. Installed in the west
end of the south, or main block was a plate glass window of dimensions
unusual enough to have been boasted about by the early management. Finished
in France, the window measured 6 1/2 by 16 feet, It gave patrons of the
restaurant a fitting view of five Cascade Mountain peaks,

In 1925, the north wing containing thirty~six rooms was added along
Wall Street, and the lobby and business office were enlarged, The ground
storey of the new wing was stucco with masonry trim, Fenestration was
varied, consisting of casement windows and smaller openings, A second
addition of fifty rooms was built in 1930 at the northern extremity, and
in 1935 a 177 by 40-foot addition to the kitchen was constructed and new
equipment installed,

Today, the Inn {s intact but somewhat deteriorated. The jnterior has
been altered on several occasions, and oil paintings, massive rustic furni-
ture and metal fixtures have been sold to pay back taxes. A central feature
of the lobby is a massive chimney peice of lava rock,

Rising operational costs and property taxes, and increased competition
from a burgeoning motel trade contributed to closure of the Inn in 1965,
Following several inconclusive attempts to remake of the Inn a going concern
local citizens and supporters from other parts of the state have mounted a
systematic effort to bring the building to the point of meeting code require
ments and adapt it for suitable new uses,
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STATEMENRT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Pilot Butte Inn, constructed in 1917 in the heart of Bend, eastern
gateway to the Cascade Mountains, 1s a significant landmark to many
Oregonians, It is the work of Northwest architect John Tourtellotte,
and it has Tong been the best-known recreational, social and convention
faci1ity in Central Oregon.

John Tourtellotte (1869-1939), working through his architectural
offices in Portland and in Boise, Idaho, had a prodigious output., He
handled some of the important commissions of the turn-of-thercentury in
the Pacific Northwest. Among his works in Idaho are the administration
building at the University of Idaho in Moscow; the Catholijc Cathedral,
Idaho State Penitentiary, and the Idaho State Capitol in Boise. In Oregon
he designed Eaton Hall at Willamette University in Salem; the Astoria
Hotel, Astoria; the North Bend Hotel, North Bend; and the Pendleton Hotel
in Pendleton., He also designed the Washington Hotel in Pullman, Washington;
the Evergreen Hotel im Vancouver, Washington; and the Yreka Inn in Yreka,
California, Tourtellotte was a progenitor of the notable architectural
firm of Wolf, Zimmer, Gunsul, Frasca and Ritter presently working in
Portland.

The Inn was designed at the behest of an Englishman residing in
Vancouver, British Columbia. Philip R, Brooks, the original owner of
the Inn, was one of many out~of~state individuals and companies to invest
in Bend upon completion from transcontinental lines in 1911 of the 142-mile
Oregon Trunk Railroad controlled by James Hill and Edward Henry Harriman.
Bend's new accessibility and rapid population growth from 500 in 19171 to
5,200 in 1916 created a need for a good hotel which would accommodate the
visiting railroad officials, irrigation engineers, cattle and sheep barong,
lumber and timber buyers, and an increasing tourist trade.

The Innts 150 sleeping rooms with seven-foot bathtubs in almost every
room; two large dining rooms, ball room, music room, billiard and card
room, barber shop, and wine cellar attracted a wide varjety of persons,
ranging from conventioners to British Cavalry horse buyers, One notable
convention at the Inn was the Oregon Woolgrowers Association convention
in 1918 during which sheep were auctioned in the ornate Blue Room. The
proceeds from the sale went to the American Red Cross for the benefit of
the American Expeditionary Forces.

Famous Eersona?ities and dignitaries, including humorist and author
Irvin S, Cobb, author and illustrator Stewart Edward White; Eleanor *
Roosevg1t. and former President Herbert Hoover; and actors and entertaineis,
including Nelson Eddy, Victor Mature, Ray Milland, and Marlene Dietrich,

stayed at the Inn. Harold E, Stassen and Thomas Dewey addressed crowds (gon't
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PILOT BUTTE INN

2. Location

in Deschutes County, Oregon

Lot 3, Block 1, Plat of Bend.

‘8. Significance (Continued)

crew for the duratjon of the War.

gathered at the Inn during their 1948 campaign swings through Oregon.
Pilot Butte Inn personified Bend and Central Oregon to these and others
who made the Inn their headquarters when they visited the area.
An unusual group to live at the Inn was a detachment of U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers who, in 1942, built Camp Abbot, which is located
twenty miles outside of Bend. The unit constructed in five months the
engineer replacement training center, which at the height of its activity
was comparable in size to the city of Bend. The Army used the camp for
approximately one year and then abandoned it, Jeaving only a maintenance

SW 1/4 NE 1/4 sec. 32, T, 17 S., R, 12 E,, of the Willamette Meridian,

Pilot Butte Inn remained the focal point for community affairs until
it encountered financial problems and closed in 1965, at a time when a
major condominium resort development was begun south of Bend. Even today,
no other single building in the region equals the space afforded by the
Inn, and the Inn's generous facades define an important public space.
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TOM McCALL
GOVERNOR

GEORGE M. BALDWIN
Administrator of Highways

OREGON STATE
HIGHWAY DIVISION

HIGHWAY BUILDING © SALEM, OREGON © 97310

June 21, 1973

Mr. Jerry Rogers, Chief

Branch of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service '

18th and C Streets, N. W,
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Jerry:

The Pilot Butte Inn in Bend, Deschutes County, Oregomn,
was entered in the National Register om July 24, 1972,

The lengthy and varied preservation history of the
building culminated recently in abandonment of attempts by
the latest private owner to develop’a feasible restoration
plan., The costs of some necessary fundamental restoration
work and meeting code requirements proved prohibitive.
Razing operations began on the 56ryear—old Imm on June 20,
1973,

This will bring your file on the property up to date,
Sincerely,

L Wﬂ//fzﬁw .

Elisabeth Walton
Park Historian

cc: Ron Greenberg
John Frisbee
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¢ ‘Aemory (senp, ore.)
is v.s in half by the wrecking 'ball of the E. W.

+

The Pilot Butte

Ritter Co., of Salem. The Inn will be gone in another

two weels. (AP}

istrict

1 School District cen-
Iministration office
1el this weelk began
into new quarters in
alern, ¢ ) '
chool district.recent-
x4 a five-year lease
targe building, the
Mayfair Market near
ction of Commercial
ad’ Liberty Road §.
70 employes, -now
:d in g half-dozen

. [T

Al et T T g

jocations over the district,
will occupy the renovated
building. It also will house
the newly-appointed area
managers for the South High
and Sprague High attend-
ance areas. The McNary
High and Nprth High area
managers are being estab-
lished in the downtown Ad-

- ministration  Building on

Ferry Street SE.°

. The newly-occupled South
.Salem building will be called
tha Calam’ Puhlic Schnols

ents Former

federal programs, and pro-
gram planning and deyelop-
ment,

‘

Returnables
To Be Empty,
AG Reports

Rep. Nancie Fadeley, D-

Fuoane .

enid Wednradav .

\aricet

Fifty tons of canned
goods, for use in school caf-
eterias, will be moved to the
new Education Center fiom
the central warehouse build-
ing on Ferry Street.

“Combinirg thesc scat-
tered offices under one roof
will result in much preater
efficiency and econemy of

pperations,” said William’

Offutt, district adminisira-
tive assistant. “The savings
in leages and renlals will

Sewa 21, 1773
e I} (}) [y

Stotesman, Solem, {

Bills [

O

By JOE MORTGI
Staff Writer, The Slatc

If the chairmen hay
way, home rule ¢
study committees in U
the five Mid-Willamet
tey counties wili co
their work despite tw
before the goveino:
reduce the incentiv
home rule.

The House Bills an
glving counties the i
pass  their own ordin
and 2424, giving boa:
comimissioners the i
assign tax collection
to departments othe
the sherilfs' offices

BUT THESE bills do:
far enough for the ci
study  committee cha

Con Escapes
From Hospito

Gerald Lee Albers,
(Oregon State Penites
inmate, escaped guni
Salem Hospital Men
Unit Wednesday, whe
had been taken for an
tion.

Authorities said 7
ran out of the hospital
noon and eluded a pt
tiary guard who chase
on foot. He had been:
uled for a knee operal
12:45 p.m. and was ¢
six convicts brought 1



Mor June 17-23

Bend's Pilot Butte lnn is
scheduled for demolition next
week. In ifs 56 yeors i has
hosted such guests as Eleanor
Roosevelt and Herbert Hoover,
as well as such local functions
as banquets, art shows ond
weddings. Since its early
years. both the exterior
(sbove) ond lobby (left) have
been changed by weor and
remodeling ’
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