
MEMO 

 

 

To: City Council 

From: Pauline Hardie, Senior Planner 

Date: 9/20/2023 

Re: Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee (TRUAC) Check-In  

 

On May 3, 2023, the City Council approved a resolution forming the Tree Regulation Update 
Advisory Committee (TRUAC). The resolution (attached) includes the project scope, roles and 
responsibilities and timeframe for the temporary committee. To date, TRUAC has held the 
following five meetings to discuss updating the City’s tree preservation standards: 
  
Meeting #1 (June 28, 2023) – Reviewed the project scope and current tree preservation 
standards in the Bend Code (BC) and Bend Development Code (BDC). The following is how the 
BDC currently defines “significant trees” as measured four feet above the ground (known as 
DBH, “diameter at breast height”):  

• Deciduous Trees: 6” DBH or larger  

• Coniferous Trees: 10” DBH or larger 
 
Meeting #2 (July 11, 2023) – Reviewed tree preservation standards from cities in Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, and Texas including how they define a “significant tree”. 
 
Meeting #3 (July 27, 2023) – Reviewed proposed tree preservation plans from five different 
land use applications in Bend including a residential land division, a cottage development, a 
mixed-use development, and two multi-unit developments. Following discussion, TRUAC made 
the following recommendation on what size trees should be mapped and inventoried on a 
development site (“regulated trees”) and what size tree should be considered a “priority tree” 
for preservation: 
 

• Regulated Trees: 6” DBH or larger (Deciduous & Coniferous) 

• Priority Trees: 20” DBH or larger (Deciduous & Coniferous)  
 
Meeting #4 (August 17, 2023)– Reviewed proposed tree preservation plans from eight land use 
applications in Bend including a residential land division, a cottage development, a mixed-use 
development, two master plans and three multi-unit developments and compared them to 
possible options for how many “regulated” and/or “priority trees” should be preserved on a 
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development site.  If regulated trees between 6” and 20” are also considered for preservation, 
it could provide additional flexibility.  
 
Meeting #5 (August 30, 2023) – Continued discussion on potential preservation standards and 
reviewed mitigation options including on-site tree replacement standards and a fee in-lieu of 
tree preservation.  Prior to making any recommendations on tree preservation standards and 
mitigation, TRUAC requested a check-in with City Council about whether they can recommend 
preservation standards for trees smaller than the “priority trees” given the following project 
scope from the Council Resolution: 

 
“Consider preservation standards for larger trees similar to the Southeast Area Plan”.   

 
Projects in the Southeast Area Plan are required to preserve at least 50% of all trees measuring 
24” DBH or larger on sites two acres or larger, in addition to complying with the tree 
preservation standards in BDC Chapter 3.2, Landscaping, Street Trees, Fences and Walls. 
 
Throughout the TRUAC meetings, committee members have expressed a desire to provide 
flexibility to developers and have discussed options to preserve some smaller trees (less than 
20” DBH) in addition to, or in-lieu of, the larger “priority” trees. The committee is unsure if this 
aligns with Council’s direction at the outset of the work effort. 
 
Following the Council check-in, TRUAC will hold at least two more meetings to discuss tree 
preservation standards. Due to the need for additional meetings and time to draft the 
amendments, it is likely that the overall timeline for the adoption of the code amendments will 
need to be extended.   
 
 














