 
EDCO Public Comment at 10/1/25 City Council Meeting

Good evening Mayor Kebler and City Councilors.

I’m Don Myll, Bend Area Director for Economic Development for Central Oregon. EDCO has supported Bend’s economic prosperity for over 40 years by helping grow middle-income jobs and diversify our economy.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide some input regarding the electrification policy initiative and its proposed and purposeful intent to reduce carbon emissions in our growing city. Tonight, I want to share EDCO’s concerns about potential electrification policy proposals under consideration.

EDCO works closely with local employers who invest in our community and provide living-wage jobs. What they are telling us is  clear: housing affordability and infrastructure capacity are among their top challenges. Any electrification policy that increases housing costs or pushes workers further from jobs may conflict with the City Council’s shared prosperity goal.  Policies need to be carefully evaluated from all relevant perspectives.     

We’re also concerned about the strain on our already limited power grid. A shift to all-electric requirements for new residential construction could restrict Bend’s ability to support existing growing employers and start-ups and to attract target industry businesses as outlined in the Invest Bend economic development strategic plan.  Policies that significantly increase energy demand before infrastructure are in place to accommodate it would likely work against City Council’s shared prosperity goal.  

We believe the recommendation from City Council’s own joint advisory committee, comprised of the Bend Economic Development Advisory Board, Affordable Housing Committee and the Environment and Climate Committee, which emphasized outreach and education over fees, is a more balanced and appropriate approach. Let’s learn from other cities' experiences before moving forward with policies that could have unintended consequences.

Thank you for your time.
