
 

 

Project Background 
Bend’s Community Climate Ac on Plan (CCAP), adopted 

in 2019 and updated in 2025, is the City’s roadmap for 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions and building climate 

resilience. It outlines strategies across transportaƟon,  

energy, buildings, and waste to help Bend meet its       

climate goals. 

 The CCAP idenƟfies building electrifica on as a key 

strategy, since residen al and commercial buildings 

account for 48% of local emissions. 

 By shiŌing to electricity—especially as our grid        

becomes cleaner—we can significantly reduce Bend’s 

carbon footprint and improve air quality.  

Building a Clean Energy Path for our 
Community  

Electrifying Bend’s Future  

What’s Happening? 
The City of Bend is developing a new policy to address the 

use of natural gas in residenƟal buildings. This approach 

may: 

 Discourage new natural gas infrastructure in             

residen al buildings 

 Account for the environmental and social costs of    

carbon 

 Support incen ves that encourage switching to       

electricity 

The goal is to help Bend transiƟon toward clean, renewable 

energy—especially as Oregon law requires our electricity 

supply to be 100% renewable by 2040. 



 

 

What We’ve Done So Far 
In 2024, City Council asked the Environment and Climate CommiƩee (ECC) to explore ways to encourage building 

electrificaƟon. AŌer research and community input, Council directed staff to develop a policy mechanism to reduce 

natural gas use in new residenƟal construcƟon, and use this tool to help fund incen ves for electrificaƟon. At the 

October 22, 2025 City Council Work Session, staff shared findings from a preliminary cost-benefit analysis and re-

ceived direcƟon to proceed with a Ɵered climate polluƟon fee structure. Council also encouraged conƟnued explora-

Ɵon of non-financial incenƟves to support the transiƟon. 

 

What’s Next 
 Aug – Oct 2025: Procure consultant support, analyze 

and scope policy opƟons, present to Council for direc-

Ɵon (Oct. 22). 

 Nov—Dec 2025 (current phase): Present different fee 

scenarios to Council and refine stakeholder engage-

ment strategy. Begin public meeƟngs and engagement. 

 March 2026: Present proposed policy to Council. 

 May 2026: Present proposed incenƟve program to 

Council. 

 

Language Assistance Services & Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities  
You can obtain this informaƟon in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free language assistance services are 
also available. Please contact Megan Lee at mlee@bendoregon.gov or (541) 693-2161. Relay Users Dial 7-1-1. 

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con discapacidad  
Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternaƟvos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. También disponemos de servi-
cios gratuitos de asistencia lingüísƟca. Póngase en contacto con Megan Lee en mlee@bendoregon.gov o (541) 693-2161. Los 
usuarios del servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. 

Did you know? 
95% of new single-
family homes in 
Bend have a gas 
hookup. 

How You Can Get Involved 
 A end an Environment and Climate Commi ee Mee ng – 

Learn about updates on  the electrificaƟon policy and/or give 

public comment 

 Contact the Environment and Climate Team –  

       climateacƟon@bendoregon.gov 

 Email your City Councilors – Share your thoughts 

 A end the Dec. 10 City Council Mee ng – Staff will present fee 

scenarios to Council 

 Subscribe to our Environment and Climate Newsle er – Stay up 

to date on progress and opportuniƟes 
Scan me to learn more! 


