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October 1, 2025 • 11 a.m.–12:30 p.m.
Hybrid Meeting • MS Teams or Bend Utilities Department Deschutes Conference Room



Purpose & Agenda

1. Welcome & Introductions
2. Meeting Reflections
3. WaterWise/FireWise Discussion
4. Stormwater Program Updates
5. Discussion & Feedback
6. Summary & Closing

Provide a Butte Overturf project update and discuss long-term management of urban 
open space sites. Collect input on new residential lot stormwater template. 



Meeting Look Ahead

November 5, 2025: Stormwater Program Updates & Water Rate Planning
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   Virtual Meeting 

December 3, 2025: Year in Review & Optional Tour
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   Hybrid Meeting (new Public Works Building or MS 
Teams)

Spring 2026 topic ideas: 

• Conservation-based rates

• Right-of-way codes and standards updates

• Water conservation program metrics and planning

• Drainage and density policy and implementation considerations



• Reviewed Stormwater Master Plan outcomes:
• Types of priority capital projects (water quality/quantity)
• Programmatic solutions (UIC standards, etc.)
• Policy recommendations (climate, etc.)

• Discussed centralized onsite stormwater facilities as a strategy for 
drainage and density:   

• Minimum lot size requiring centralized onsite stormwater (keep 
exception flexibility)

• Ways to encourage subdivision-level facilities (code awareness, 
early developer guidance, private maintenance agreements)

• Approach considerations: pre-app consultation (e.g., integrate 
with open space requirements), fee in-lieu option for infill, 
percent coverage versus lot size to calculate, funding 
considerations (brokerage model, SDCs)

September Meeting Reflections



WaterWise/FireWise Discussion



June 4 Site Tour Feedback:
• “Multiple interests/uses for the site identified”

• “Administer an adaptive approach to fire 
mitigation”

• Addressing noxious weeds i.e. cheat grass, 
removing juniper from ignition zones

• City property maintenance vs. private property 
– fire movement

• “Duff layers increasing nutrient cycling/ 
indicator species penstemon found onsite”

• Recreation use impacts to 
stabilization/drainage

• Protection of water infrastructure, maintain 
clearance around reservoirs

Overturf Butte Update



• Fire Inspector evaluation
• WAG tour input
• Collected several bids and contracted with 

Mtn. Sky Landscaping
• Timing a concern due to temperatures and 

limitations for mechanical work
• Door-to-door neighbor and community 

outreach, informational signs posted at 
entrances

• Work followed general prescribed scope 20 
ft. shadowing of perimeter around property 
line, trees over 6 in. limbed up 6 ft., small 
trees and shrubs removed at 10 ft. spacing

Project Overview



Results

BEFORE AFTER



Results



Examples: utility sites, parks, schools, HOA’s bordering residential areas.

Large Urban Open Spaces



Possible Values:
1) Safety 

• Fire
• Climate- heat
• Public health- herbicide use

2) Ecosystem services
• Regulation - climate, flood etc.
• Cultural - aesthetics, recreation, health
• Support-soil formation, nutrient cycling
• Watershed protection (water quality 

and quantity)
• Habitat - corridors

3) Economics
• Home value/stability
• Local economy – business
• Community vision - Council goals, Tree 

City etc.



• Create a coordinated long-term 
management plan for this and other 
large sites

• Define plan objectives and activities
I. Identify stakeholders/partners
II. Identify values and objectives
III. Identify needed 

evaluations/research
IV. Identify resources

Next Steps



• What are the values to include in this plan, to balance 
importance of ecological health, social impact, and 
functional use in this and other large urban spaces?

• Are there partnership opportunities or other considerations 
for long-term management of this type of site?

• How do we define success for resiliency at this type of site?

WAG Discussion Questions



Open Space to Urban Space



• Densification - limited green space 
• Impacts - resource use, climate 

impact, and chemical inputs
• Examples of principles coming 

together/WAG expectations – we’ll 
gather input and offer to project

• Other City Efforts (Bloomberg effort)
• Council Goals – Trees and Hardening 

Code
• Urban Tree Canopy Plan

Related Work in Bend



Should we impose the same or different 
values from open spaces/ interfaces in 
urban areas?
Challenges to address:
• Reduced space for landscape, 

stormwater capture and recreation
• How can we balance hardening, with 

water use, and the economic, social 
and ecological benefits of landscape?

• What does success look like? What 
are possible implications?

Transfer or Transform

ASLA SoCal



Water providers and cities can lead efforts with:
• Outreach 
• Design resources
• Landscape design templates

Opportunities 

CA Water Services and Northern Water, CO



WAG Discussion Questions

• What opportunities are there to combine WaterWise and 
FireWise guidance materials?

• What are effective outreach methods for these materials? 
• Other ideas?



Stormwater Program Updates



Post-construction Update
• Structural stormwater controls required for new development that creates 

or replace 5,000 square feet of impervious surface
• Long-term O&M
• Revised Municipal Code
• 11/1/2025 implementation



Post-construction Drainage Template

• Drainage templates with simplified 
stormwater sizing tools 



• How easy do you think this would be to carry out? 
• Do you think the template content is clear for builders? 

Any ideas to make it better? 

WAG Discussion Questions



Meeting Look Ahead

November 5, 2025: Stormwater Program Updates & Water Rate Planning
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   Virtual Meeting 

December 3, 2025: Year in Review & Optional Tour
11 a.m.-12:30 p.m.   Hybrid Meeting (new Public Works Building or MS 
Teams)



Thank you!



Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities

To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille, large print, 
electronic formats, etc. please contact Lori Faha at lfaha@bendoregon.gov  or 
(541) 317-3025; Relay Users Dial 7-1-1.

mailto:lfaha@bendoregon.gov

