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Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee Meeting Recap

Aug. 17, 2023
Want to stay in the loop about tree regulation? Here’s what you need to know.
THE CONTEXT:
Earlier this year, the Bend City Council created a temporary committee – The Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee (TRUAC) – to explore preserving trees during new development while producing needed housing in the community.  
The Council has explicitly directed this committee to focus on rules related to new, large-scale developments – like large subdivisions or commercial projects – rather than regulating what an individual homeowner, for example, chooses to do with a tree on their property.   
NOT FINALIZED RECOMMENDATIONS TO DATE:
•Inventoried and Mapped Trees (Regulated Trees)
 6” or larger (Deciduous and Coniferous)
•Priority Trees for Preservation
20” or larger (Deciduous and Coniferous)    

THE DISCUSSION FOCUSED ON: 
· Finding a balance between tree preservation and flexibility in the rules, to ensure that needed housing can still be built with any new rules. 
· The importance of mitigation strategies working with any new rules regarding tree preservation.
PRESERVATION AND PERCENTAGES:
The committee discussed different options for preserving priority trees, 20” or greater, on a development site.  The committee also considered  how many regulated trees (any 6” or larger) should be preserved when building a new development. The percentage measures diameter at breast height – also known as DBH – rather than the number of individual trees. For example, if all the trees on a property equal to a total of 1,000 inches in diameter at breast height, and 20% of that total needs to be preserved, that means 200 inches of the diameter at breast height needs to be preserved on a site. Depending on the type of trees on the site, that could look like preserving 10 trees with a diameter at breast height of 20 inches, or 20 trees with 10 inch diameter at breast height, or any number of other combinations. 
the committee also supported the concept of “overlapping.” That essentially means trees could be double counted to meet two different sets of requirements. For example, if a developer is required to preserve two priority trees that are at least 20 inches in diameter, these trees could also be counted toward satisfying whatever percentage of diameter at breast height is required to be preserved on the site. 
WHAT THE COMMITTEE SAID:
· The majority of the committee was in favor of offering flexible options for developers so that tree preservation doesn’t unintentionally get in the way of building needed housing.
· Some on the committee were in favor of offering overlapping preservation percentages, because it would add flexibility for developers.
· Many on the committee struggled to favor a particular percentage when it came to preserving diameter at breast height until they discuss tree mitigation in lieu of preservation, but those who did have an opinion favored lower percentages like 20% to 30%.
· There was a split on the committee over how much smaller trees – which need to be counted but not necessarily saved like larger, priority trees – should be considered. Some on the committee believe the charge of the committee is to focus primarily on preserving larger trees, while others believe there is value in building in rules that preserve smaller trees, as well. Smaller trees in general are more resilient and can adjust to changing site conditions, according to the arborists on the committee, than larger trees. 
· Many on the committee felt like discussing mitigation strategies – which is what a developer would be required to do in the event they could not preserve trees – was important before determining a percentage. Mitigation strategies include replanting trees on-site or paying a fee that would go toward planting trees within the city.
For the entire conversation, watch a recording of the meeting on YouTube.
COMING UP: CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION
The conversation will continue focusing on mitigation from noon to 2 p.m. on Aug. 30. 
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To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille, large print, electronic formats, etc., please contact Brenna Visser at bvisser@bendoregon.gov; Relay Users Dial 7-1-1.
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