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Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee Meeting Recap

July 27, 2023
Want to stay in the loop about tree regulation? Here’s what you need to know.
THE CONTEXT:
Earlier this year, the Bend City Council created a temporary committee – The Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee (TRUAC) – to explore preserving trees during new development while producing needed housing in the community.  
The Council has explicitly directed this committee to focus on rules related to new, large-scale developments – like large subdivisions or commercial projects – rather than regulating what an individual homeowner, for example, chooses to do with a tree on their property.   
THE DISCUSSION FOCUSED ON: 
· Deciding what trees should be “regulated” – meaning a developer would be required to count it and reflect it in plans but not necessarily that it would need to be preserved.
· Deciding on a size for priority trees that should be preserved.
· Factors that decide the importance of a tree, such as species, height, age, and others.
REGULATED VS PRIORITY:
The majority of the committee decided any tree regardless of species should be counted as “regulated” if it has a diameter of 6 inches or more. That means developers would have to reflect these trees in their plans when they submit them to the City, but it doesn’t necessarily mean all those trees have to be preserved during construction. 
Priority trees, however, are trees that do need to be considered for preservation or at least a percentage of them. The committee debated whether the diameter of these trees should be at least 20 inches versus 24 inches. The majority of the committee decided priority trees should be at least 20 inches in diameter.
WHAT THE COMMITTEE SAID:
Here are the high-level themes:
REGULATED TREES
· The majority of the committee wanted to have a 6-inch diameter be the standard for regulated trees because it would ultimately lead to more trees being counted overall. Having more trees be “counted” in initial plans for development means there is the potential for more flexibility when it comes to formulas that could be used to save a percentage of trees on a given site. 
· Some developers expressed concern with this approach, arguing that having all trees at least 6 inches in diameterbe counted will lead to construction delays because arborists will need to do more work to count more trees. Currently, the Bend Development Code has coniferous trees at a different standard of a 10 inch diameter.

PRIORITY TREES
· The 20-inch diameter was ultimately decided for priority trees because a majority of the committee believe this threshold will lead to more large trees being saved than what is currently in the code today. This figure was also chosen based on research that shows trees with at least this diameter are more effective at taking carbon out of the atmosphere than smaller trees. Flexibility was also a key factor in wanting a diameter lower than 24 inches. Having more trees counted as “priority” means there can be more flexibility in future calculations that decide how many total trees need to be saved on a lot.
· Some on the committee advocated for the threshold to be 24 inches rather 20 inches. Some reasons include that juniper trees grow more quickly than others, and therefore can reach a bigger size faster. Another concern was that with the City moving toward denser developments, it is harder to save larger trees when houses aren’t getting built with large yards as much anymore, and so a larger diameter of tree would be a more realistic goal. Some developers claimed that anytime they’re required to do something custom or creative in construction – like building around a tree – it leads to extra cost.

For the entire conversation, watch a recording of the meeting on YouTube.
COMING UP: CONTINUING THE DISCUSSION
The conversation will continue from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Aug. 17. 
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To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille, large print, electronic formats, etc., please contact Brenna Visser at bvisser@bendoregon.gov; Relay Users Dial 7-1-1.
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