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Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee Meeting Recap
June 28, 2023
Want to stay in the loop about tree regulation but don't have time to watch a two-hour meeting? Here’s what you need to know.
THE CONTEXT 
Earlier this year, the Bend City Council created a temporary committee – The Tree Regulation Update Advisory Committee (TRUAC) – to explore how to preserve trees during new development while also producing needed housing in the community.  
 The Council specifically has directed this committee to focus on rules related to new, large scale developments – like large subdivisions or commercial projects – rather than regulating what an individual homeowner, for example, chooses to do with a tree on their property.   
THE DISCUSSION FOCUSED ON: 
· What the code says today about trees 
· Creating clear and objective standards, as well as providing alternatives when a tree does have to be cut down 
· Setting up discussion for the next meeting to try to answer the question: What counts as a significant tree? 
 
WHAT THE CODE SAYS TODAY 
The City does have tree-related rules already on the books. Some include:  
· On all undeveloped properties or properties without land use approval, trees of a certain diameter must be kept. 
· Those trees that are kept must be protected from clearing and grading activity and incorporated into the site as it is developed. 
And here’s what the existing Bend Development Code says when it comes to removing trees:  
· On development sites, deciduous trees with a diameter of 6 inches or bigger and coniferous trees with a diameter of 10 inches or bigger as measured 4 feet above the ground need to be inventoried and protected unless approved for removal through a formal land use permitting process. 
· A tree may be removed if retaining it prevents the development of public streets, utilities, housing or other uses permitted in the zone. 
 
CREATING CLEAR STANDARDS AND ALTERNATIVES
In the event a tree must come down, some potential alternative solutions include replacing trees and/or paying a fee in lieu of preservation. The money would go toward planting more trees around the city to create what is called an "urban canopy," which refers to the area of a city shaded by trees. These alternatives will be discussed at future meetings. 
Some parts of the code today are not clear and objective, which basically means a rule is subject to some level of discretion.  
 
One example includes this rule: When the removal of significant trees cannot be avoided, the City may require, as part of the required landscaping plan for the development site, the replacement of trees in size and number equivalent to the square inch measurement at the diameter measure of a tree at the 4 foot mark.  
 
See the presentation linked on the Tree Regulation Update webpage to read more of the code.  
 
COMING UP: WHAT IS A SIGNIFICANT TREE?
For the next meeting, City staff asked committee members to consider the definition of a significant tree. This is important, because defining what a significant tree is could guide what types of trees are prioritized for preservation. Factors like diameter at breast height (DBH), height, age, species and location are all things that could be considered. 

The next meeting is 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. on July 11.




Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities
To obtain this information in an alternate format such as Braille, large print, electronic formats, etc. please contact [Project Manager or Document Creator] at [email] or [telephone # (xxx) xxx-xxxx]; Relay Users Dial 7-1-1, and [fax number].
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