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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

Information and updates for the Mayor and City Council 

February 27, 2026 

Upcoming Events & Meetings 

Meeting/Event Date Time Location 

City Council Business Meeting March 4, 2026 6 p.m. City Hall Council 

Chambers/Virtual 

City Council Work Session March 11, 2026 4-6 p.m. City Hall Council 

Chambers/Virtual 

Joint Meeting with Bend Parks 

and Recreation District 

March 17, 2026 4-5:30 

p.m. 

Bend Parks and 

Recreation District/Virtual 

City Council Business Meeting March 18, 2026 6 p.m. City Hall Council 

Chambers/Virtual 

View the Full Council Schedule Here 

 

Public Agency & Community Partner Updates 

League of Oregon Cities Bulletin 

Read the most recent LOC Bulletin here. Of note: 

• Legislative Session: With less than 10 days left in the 2026 session, policy bills have 

cleared committees, budget reductions are expected soon, and the LOC team continues 

advancing priority legislation while encouraging cities to stay engaged. Key topics 

include lowering grant-match requirements for small cities, expanding flexibility in 

transient lodging tax use, reforming Oregon’s government ethics framework, and 

establishing an annual “Water Professionals Appreciation Week.” 

• LOC Spring Conference: The League of Oregon Cities Spring Conference will be held in 

Pendleton, Oregon, April 23–24. Registration is now open, breakout session proposals 

https://bendoregon.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Council-Schedule-2.27.26.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/78a0a36dc237/bulletin-11-21-5236390?e=26687a44ab
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are being accepted, and the League is seeking nominations for innovative community 

achievement awards. 

• Upcoming Engagement Opportunities: 

o League of Oregon Cities Workshops: 

▪ Community Engagement Essentials – March 23 (virtual) 

▪ Mastering Strategic Communication – April 7 and April 9 (virtual) 

o Conferences and Webinars: 

▪ Oregon Latinos in Local Government Winter Conference – March 6 

▪ Oregon Offshore Wind Energy Roadmap Webinar – March 17  

▪ Business Oregon Webinar – Overview of the updated Opportunity Zone 

2.0 program (available online) 

o AARP Community Challenge Grants: Applications are due March 4. Funding 

supports quick-action projects that improve public spaces, housing, 

transportation, digital access, and disaster resilience. 

 

Transit Committee Vacancies: Applications Due March 31 

Two important regional committees supporting public transit in Central Oregon currently have 

vacancies and are seeking new members. Councilors and community members with an interest 

in shaping local and regional transit services are encouraged to apply by March 31. 

• Regional Public Transit Advisory Committee 

About the Committee: Regional Public Transit Advisory Committee members are 

appointed by the Central Oregon Intergovernmental Council Board and help shape 

current and future transit services across the region. The committee meets every other 

month and provides recommendations on transit services, fares, route changes and 

other Cascades East Transit priorities. 

For more information, visit the Cascades East Transit RPTAC web page and review the 

application. 

• Deschutes County Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund Advisory 

Committee  

About the Committee: The Statewide Transportation Improvement Fund Advisory 

Committee recommends how transit payroll tax dollars are allocated within Deschutes 

County. Members advise the Board of Commissioners on funding priorities, service 

improvements, and public transportation needs that best serve the community. 

For more information, visit the Deschutes County Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Fund Advisory Committee webpage and review the application. 
 

 

https://cascadeseasttransit.com/about/rptac/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1eORjQNXqAmNPZtZOeIsK3eT1LEjN3Aj_3K_wNx33esE/viewform?ts=67eec81d&edit_requested=true&pli=1
https://www.deschutes.org/bcc/page/statewide-transportation-improvement-fund
https://www.deschutes.org/bcc/page/statewide-transportation-improvement-fund
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfKa_spJL3F8cWBBZALUNBQVN83D6DqJWD_kokMFL7vfXJphw/viewform
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Department Updates 

City of Bend Sponsorship Program: Spring Application 

Deadline & Updated Process 

The City of Bend provides sponsorship and grant funding to local organizations that help build 

a more connected, inclusive and engaged community. From neighborhood activities and 

cultural celebrations to educational programs, these funds support community outreach efforts 

aligned with City priorities and City Council Goals.  

This year, the City is shifting to two application periods instead of a continuously open 

process: 

Spring Application Period 

• Open: February 1 – March 31 

• Review in April; awards issued in May 

• For events/programs taking place June–December 

 

Fall Application Period 

• Open: August 1 – September 30 

• Review in October; awards issued in November 

• For events/programs taking place January–May 

Important: The Sponsorship Request Form will close on April 1 and remain closed until the 

next window opens on August 1. Therefore, the next deadline for interested parties is March 

31. 

Potential applicants should review the news release and see the website for details and the 

Sponsorship Request Form. 

 

BEND MUNICIPAL AIRPORT UPDATE 

Airport Manager Tracy Williams reports strong progress on construction work being 

completed at the Bend Municipal Airport: 

Airfield Lighting Project 

• Phases 1–3 are now complete. 

• Phase 4 began February 26 and will continue for approximately 30 days, primarily 

impacting the west side of the Airport. This is the fourth of five phases in a major 

improvement program scheduled for completion in May 2026. 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2F2e3b3073e63a%2Fcity-of-bend-sponsorship-program-spring-application-deadline-and-application-updates%3Fe%3De12b0595c0&data=05%7C02%7Chmcdonald%40bendoregon.gov%7Cf34106d1609c433b88c108de731676fa%7C1c15334815ef4708aebf1e25e57dc400%7C0%7C0%7C639074737499802137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lVqhGZvTQJTGr1jIXvv8RVxOa5RW%2FYHunrwGXwx1mGM%3D&reserved=0
https://bendoregon.gov/get-involved/grants-sponsorship/
https://bendoregon.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/MARCH-2026-AIRPORT-NEWSLETTER.pdf
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• Current work includes crack repairs, asphalt patching, seal coating, installation of LED 

taxiway lighting to replace reflectors, and updates to runway markings and illuminated 

sign panels. 

Southwest Taxiway Pavement Rehabilitation 

• Construction runs March 30–April 30, with full taxilane closures and significant 

disruptions expected in the Southwest Hangar Area throughout April. 

• Work includes pavement removal, excavation with several weeks of rock hammering, 

repaving, and upgraded stormwater drainage.  

• A stakeholder meeting is scheduled for March 4 for affected users. 

 

 

View Previous City Manager’s Reports 

 

 

Accommodation Information for People with Disabilities & Language Assistance Services 

You can obtain this information in alternate formats such as Braille, electronic format, etc. Free 

language assistance services are also available. Please email accessibility@bendoregon.gov or call 

541-693-2198. Relay Users Dial 7-1 1. All requests are subject to vendor processing times and should 

be submitted 48-72 hours in advance of events. 

Servicios de asistencia lingüística e información sobre alojamiento para personas con 

discapacidad 

Puede obtener esta información en formatos alternativos como Braille, formato electrónico, etc. 

También disponemos de servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Póngase en contacto en correo 

electrónico accessibility@bendoregon.gov o número de teléfono 541-693-2198. Los usuarios del 

servicio de retransmisión deben marcar el 7-1-1. Por favor, envíe sus solicitudes con 48-72 horas de 

antelación al evento; todas las solicitudes están sujetas a los tiempos de procesamiento del proveedor. 

 

https://www.bendoregon.gov/government/departments/city-manager-s-office/city-manager-reports-to-council
mailto:accessibility@bendoregon.gov
mailto:accessibility@bendoregon.gov

