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From the Chief 

 
Summer has arrived in beautiful Central Oregon, and for the Bend 
Police Department, that means a marked increase in calls for 
service as tourists arrive and more people are visiting our 
community.  

We often see a particular increase in people driving under the 
influence, traffic complaints, motor vehicle crashes and disputes in 
the downtown core. Those are not just driven by visitors to our 
community, so we’d like to remind residents to plan ahead to minimize DUII drivers on our 
streets.  

We know this time of year can be frustrating for residents. Remember to give yourself a little 
more time on our congested roads, be patient with people who may not know where they are 
going, and to be a good example by following our local laws to keep everyone safe.  

At the end of May, the Bend Police Department began issuing citations at three intersections 
that are now equipped with automated traffic enforcement cameras. Between April 23 and May 
18, our agency issued 1,164 warnings to members of the public who either ran a red light or 
sped through one of the intersections featured in this program. Of those 1,164 warnings, 358 
were for speeding and 806 were for running a red light.   

From here on out, if you run a red light or speed through those intersections you’ll receive a 
ticket in the mail. Please remember that in order to legally turn right on red, you must first 
come to a complete stop behind the white line.   

And finally, a quick reminder that the City of Bend does not allow fireworks in our city. Aerial 
fireworks have long been illegal throughout Oregon, because they are dangerous and put our 
very dry community at risk. The fireworks ban also applies to fireworks that are legal in other 
parts of Oregon, like those that stay close to the ground. We know people want to celebrate, 
but we ask you to do it safely and legally. That means watching the official fireworks show over 
Pilot Butte instead of putting our community in danger by lighting off illegal fireworks.  
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E-Motorcycles 
Our patrol and traffic teams are seeing an 
increase in illegal electric dirt bikes and electric 
motorcycles being ridden around town, including 
by children. We want to ask our community to 
know the law and make sure you’re not putting 
yourself or your children in danger by purchasing 
something that cannot be legally ridden on our 
roads.  

• If what you are riding can travel at speeds 
above 28 MPH without pedaling, it is no longer 
an e-bike - it’s an e-motorcycle.  
• Off-road electric motorcycles that cannot be 
registered are not legal on city streets, sidewalks 
or trails in city limits.  
• Do your research. Please do not buy or use 
something that is not legal on our streets. If you 
are caught riding one of these vehicles on our 
city streets, you could face a fine of $265.    

SPIDR Tech  
When a member of our community contacts Bend Police through either 911 or the 
nonemergency dispatch number, our agency sends a survey to find out how we did and 
measure their level of satisfaction. Here are the results from the second quarter of 2026.  
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Quarter 2 Statistics – April through June 2026 
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