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From the Chief 

 
The weather is changing, kids are back at school and the visitors 
floating on the river every day have dropped as summer vacations 
end. That means it’s fall in Central Oregon!  

The start of the school year is a good time to remind folks about 
the importance of slowing down in school zones, stopping for 
buses and making sure we are all paying attention to our driving. There are more kids riding, 
walking and driving to school, and we want to keep them all safe.  

It’s also a good time for a refresh on the rules surrounding e-bikes and e-motorcycles. If your 
child is under the age of 16, it is illegal to ride an e-bike. And if what your child is riding can 
travel at speeds above 28 MPH without pedaling, it is no longer an e-bike. It’s an e-motorcycle, 
and off-road motorcycles that cannot be registered are not legal on city streets, sidewalks or 
trails in city limits. I’m sure sometimes I sound like a broken record, but we have seen a lot of 
crashes and dangerous behaviors on these vehicles and we just want kids in our community to 
stay safe.  

If fall is here, that means winter is on the way. Please make sure your vehicles are ready for the 
winter weather – we never know when snow might arrive here in Central Oregon, and it’s your 
responsibility to get your car winter-ready so you don’t put yourself or other drivers in danger 
when the roads are slick. Take a few minutes to ensure your tires are in working order, all your 
fluids are topped up, and that your windshield wipers actually work. You’ll thank yourself on 
that first snowy day.  

And finally, I want to give kudos to the hardworking officers and staff we have at this agency, 
who have difficult, sometimes thankless jobs but who, in addition to the calls for service they 
go to and the investigations they conduct, find time to positively interact with the community 
on a daily basis. In just the past couple months, our team has gathered with community at our 
annual National Night Out and as guests at Welcoming Week, as well as on a daily basis at 
schools and sporting events and in countless other ways. I feel lucky that our agency is filled 
with people who care about their community and want to make it better.  

Stay safe and call us if you need us. 
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National Night Out 
We had a wonderful time celebrating National Night Out with hundreds of community 
members at Mountain View High School on Aug. 4.  

Thank you to our sponsors and everyone who came out to spend time with members of our 
agency. From playing lawn games and face painting to jumping in bounce houses and eating 
lots of hot dogs, every moment was fun and we can’t wait to do it again next year! 
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Quarter 3 Statistics – July through September 2026 
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